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two veterans of the tournament, Prince Gortchakov (now 80) and
Lord Beaconsfield (in his 74th year). The genius for suave yet
formidable bargaining, which the latter had matured during
forty-one years of parliamentary experience, was abetted by the
active support of Andrassy, the acquiescence of Bismarck, and
the distrust towards Russia which, in regard to the most conten-
tious issue, inspired Italy and France. There was a crisis on
22 June when Beaconsfield backed up a sort of ultimatum to
Russia by ordering a special train; but Bismarck, assured that he
was in earnest, prevailed on the Russians to give way. Andrdssy
obtained all that he wished, and Beaconsfield all that he con-
tended for; while Turkey herself was allowed scarcely more voice
in her fate than Germany at Versailles in 1919.
Beaconsfield's return from Berlin was a veritable triumph. In
characteristic phrase he told his shouting fellow countrymen
that he brought back 'peace with honour'* It was indeed the
climax of his personal career* Starting from nothing, he had
made himself first a brilliant adventurer, then a party leader,
then a national leader, and now a dominant international figure.
For the moment all England was with him; and had he dissolved
parliament another seven-year mandate seemed assured. He
decided against it. The moment passed. Thenceforward fate
smiled on him no more.
What was his achievement worth? The treaty of San Stefano
had been thoroughly bad. Russia made war in the name of
liberty; she made peace in the spirit of annexation. In Asia this
was undisguised; though she had been much helped in her cam-
paign by the Christian Armenians, she merely swallowed slices
of their territory without any attempt to free their nation,
whether under Turkey's flag or her own. And a condition at-
tached to the war indemnity opened prospects of further mouth-
fuls. In Europe annexation had mostly to be cloaked; but the
cloak was thin. The plan was to restrict as much as possible all
the non-Slav races, and among the Slavs to plump for the Bui-
gars; whose political self-consciousness was least developed, and
whose language and liturgy were nearest the Russian, Accord-
ingly the Rumanians, despite their war services to Russia, were
despoiled of Rumanian Bessarabia, in order that the Tsar might
once more control the lower Danube; their 'compensation* in the
Convention was divulged to the Globe newspaper by a copying-clerk employed
(at Qd. an hour I) in the foreign office. No serious harm resulted.